CHAPTER VIII
1832-1833

THE firSt instalment of Thackeray's Elizabeth Brown-
rigge,  a  tale  inscribed to the   " Author of Eugene
Aram" was published in Eraser's for August  1832.
In the dedicatory letter  " a ^ young   man  who has
for a length of time applied himself to the cultivation
of literature " tells how the reading of Eugene Aram
convinced him that the way to popularity lay  no
longer through an attempt " to interest the feelings
of the reader in  favour  of virtue  and  to increase
his detestation of vice " but rather through so mixing
vice and virtue "as to render it impossible that any
preference should be given to either, or that the one,
indeed, should be at all distinguishable from the other."
The letter proceeds, with much ironical adulation, to
salute Bulwer as " the father of a new lusus nature
school ";   a novelist who, wishing to introduce an
adulterer into his Story, makes him a country curate;
who chooses his romantic hero from the pages of The
Newgate Calendar; who even endows a cat with the
main attributes of a dog.    In obedience to the dodtrine
of improbability thus laid down, the youthful author
of Elizabeth Brownrigge has decided to present the
loathsome murderess of two helpless little girls as a
beautiful young gentlewoman ot wealth and culture;
her crime as worthy, if not the admiration, at leaSt the
sympathies of the reader; and her lapdog " Muggle-
tonian " as, in disposition and habits, a cat.    All of
which he so ingeniously does, that Elizabeth Brown-
rigge is Still an amusing (if over-protrafted) paStiche,
provided it be read while Eugene Aram is fresh in the
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